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EPHESIANS – “A NEW MULTIETHNIC FAMILY” 

Ephesians 2:11-22              June 26, 2022 

We started this series by looking at our spiritual blessings: “IN HIM we have 

REDEPTION through his blood, the FORGIVENESS OF SINS, in accordance 

with the riches of God’s GRACE that he lavished on us” (Ephesians 1:7-8).  For 

this purpose, “To bring UNITY to all things in heaven and on earth under 

Christ” (Ephesians 1:10).  And the best part is found in verses 13-14, “And you  

(Gentiles) also were included IN CHRIST when you heard the message of truth, 

the gospel of your salvation.  When you believed, you were marked IN HIM with 

a SEAL, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 

until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his 

glory.”  Paul first reminds us that we no longer identify with this world but with 

Christ, as foreigners and sojourners passing through on our way to our real home in 

Heaven.  So once we come to believe, there should never-ever-ever be any doubt 

that we are saved and heading for eternity, because we have been sealed – 

permanently stamped and permanently tattooed with God’s mark of ownership – 

the Holy Spirit – who is our guarantee that one day Christ will return for those of 

us who are sealed – and that’s our hope! 

Next, we learned that there is much more to salvation that being content in 

knowing where we’ll spend eternity; we have an obligation to grow and mature in 

spiritual wisdom and divine insight (revelation) so that we would know God more 

fully, and the hope to which He has called us so that we can be used by Him as His 

kingdom people to bring UNITY to all things, bringing Heaven down to earth.  To 

do that we need the “eyes of our heart” enlightened so that we can see the 

invisible spiritual world around us, having a clear glimpse of God’s photograph 

imprinted on our mind, seeing clearly the spiritual realm available to us for this 

reason: “That you may know the HOPE to which he has called you, the RICHES 

of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparable great 

POWER for us who believe” (Ephesians 1: 18-19).  Paul reminds us that since we 

have the keys back as stewards of God’s creation which was lost to Satan when 

Adam and Eve sinned – we have the important role of reclaiming everything that 

has been stolen and lost to Satan, using the authority that comes from Jesus’ 

powerful Name.  That means wherever we go and whatever we do, Jesus’ Spirit 

goes with us, and because that power that goes with us is the very same power that 

raised Jesus from the dead, we have nothing to fear, because we do not fight 

TOWARDS victory – we fight FROM victory! 
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Then in Ephesians 2:1-10 – we learned than mankind’s problem is not social, 

political, economic, physical, or due to a lack of a good education or upbringing.  

Mankind’s problem is a spiritual problem that lies with our relationship with God 

our creator.  Because of the fall, all human DNA has become tainted, infected with 

a sinful nature.  This sin nature lies at the heart level of every person and is so life 

threatening, and so dangerous to our eternal future that it can’t be repaired by 

human efforts.  We can try our best or do our best by our human efforts to rectify 

this situation, but only God can change our heart problem.  The only solution is to 

have a heart transplant from God our Creator to receive a spiritual heart that is not 

infected by sin – “to do the good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do” (Ephesians 2:10).  And God came to our rescue by sending His Son Jesus 

Christ to die for our sins that enables us to begin a new life, and give us our new 

position, which is being seated in the heavenly realms with Christ; theregy, having 

His nature and righteousness.  In Paul’s letter we now come to the word: 

THEREFORE, in Ephesians 2:11, which begins this next section, Paul’s 

teaching on how Jews and Gentiles have been united IN CHRIST as one body, all 

because Christ broke down the dividing walls of hostility that once existed 

between these two groups! 

Our situation today is very similar to what it was like back when Paul penned these 

words – back in Paul’s day there was not only division but there was hatred and 

hostility between the Jews and non-Jews (Gentiles).  And the Jews saw themselves 

as the superior circumcised group, because they were chosen by God and in 

covenant with God, as Abraham was their patriarch, while all the other nations 

were the inferior uncircumcised group – rejected by God and not part of God’s 

covenant with Abraham, which made it difficult for the Jewish Christians and the 

Gentile Christians in Ephesus to work together and worship together.  For centuries 

the Jews had erected this dividing wall between themselves and the people from all 

other nations and cultures, and it was difficult (almost impossible) for them to see 

these Gentiles Christians as their brothers/sisters in Christ.  At that time the Jewish 

Temple, located in Jerusalem was the center of worship and also the most 

segregated place on earth.  Outside the walls was the court of the Gentiles – the 

non-Jews had to worship from afar.  And inside the temple walls was even more 

division for the Jews, the women were divided from the men, and the priests were 
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divided from other Jewish men, and at the center of the Temple was the Holy-Of-

Holies where only the High Priest could enter once a year.  Dividing walls of 

separation were located everywhere in Jewish culture and strictly enforced by the 

priests and religious leaders! 

Today our world is still filled with division, strife, and hostility.  It exists between 

races of people, between nations, between religions (especially Jews, Muslims, 

Christians), and between Christian denominations, between the rich and the poor, 

the educated and the uneducated, male and female, liberals and conservatives, etc.  

There’s constant turmoil in this world because of these dividing walls, and we have 

seen more than our share with the COVID situation.  COVID has built numerous 

dividing walls over the last 2 years! 

So, Ephesians 2:11-22 introduces us to the second part of God’s master plan – the 

first part of God’s master plan was to reconcile us back to Himself, and only once 

we have been reconciled back to God, having received our spiritual heart transplant 

and new nature – it is now God’s desire for us to be reconciled to each other to 

create this new multiethnic family (new humanity) who can live in peace and 

harmony with each other as they are being built together to become the dwelling 

place of God’s Holy Spirit.  So, Paul’s theme for this section is UNITY, how 

Jesus, by His cross BOUGHT us peace and unity at the great cost of His precious 

blood.  Therefore, Jesus’s sacrificial death is the only true power behind 

reconciliation, the only true solution for the breaking down of dividing walls, and 

we as the church are the ones to set the example by living out that unity in our 

daily lives.  However, we have this constant deterrent, Satan loves division because 

he knows that it weakens us and causes us to be ineffective and is constantly at 

work to make sure the dividing walls remain standing. 

Here’s Paul’s point – if we can’t model reconciliation and unity amongst us as 

believers, how can there ever be reconciliation and unity amongst unbelievers!  If 

unbelievers can’t see a united church, where the brothers and sisters truly love one 

another, then how can unbelievers ever understand that Jesus is the answer to our 

division, racial tension, ethnic hatred, and hostility towards one another.  Paul is 

telling us in these verses that God has broken down every wall of prejudice and 

hostility that separates, making us all equal through our union with Christ.  All 

division and hatred has been dissolved by the crucifixion, by the shedding of 

Christ’s precious blood on the cross, so that those two groups, Jew and Gentile 

have become one.  And as His representatives on this earth, the church shows the 
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world that God is good, loving, generous, merciful, and filled with abounding 

grace, where all are equal in Christ! 

We need to remember that Paul wrote this letter to a predominately non-Jewish 

church – to Gentile converts who knew nothing about the God of the Old 

Testament.  So Paul needed to remind these Gentile Christians how privileged they 

are to be adopted into God’s family – outsiders becoming insiders – now included 

in the household of God.  So, in Ephesians 2:12 Paul lists five spiritual 

characteristics of Gentile believers that identified them before they were saved, and 

this includes us here as well: 

1. They were without Christ – shut out from receiving salvation. 

2. They were alienated from the Israelite community – foreigners to Israel’s 

incredible heritage, not part of God’s chosen ethnic people called the Jewish 

nation. 

3. They were excluded from the covenants and prophetic promises God gave to 

His chosen people, the Jews, throughout the Old Testament. 

4. They had no eternal hope or assurance of where they would spend eternity. 

5. They were without God in this world – this last one sums up all of the above.  

In a general sense, the unsaved world is in the same place, they continue to 

struggle to find hope, purpose and meaning, because their lives are not 

centered on God and His Word.  So, they look for hope, purpose and 

meaning in all the wrong places, and remain unsatisfied because every 

person has this spiritual emptiness in their soul that can only be filled with 

God. 

Then in verse 13, Paul gives these Gentile believers the GOOD NEWS – “But 

now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the 

blood of Christ.”  When Jesus died on the cross, the curtain (the dividing wall) to 

the most Holy Place in the Temple was ripped in half from top-to-bottom, giving 

access to the Holy-Of-Holies were God resided.  To everyone, Jew and Gentile 

alike, by this action, God was saying: “You used to be separated, excluded, 

alienated, without hope, and without Me, but it doesn’t have to be that way 

anymore.  Everything is new – Jew and non-Jew can now be one in Christ.  By the 

precious blood of my Son, Jesus Christ, I have given you access to enter into my 

holy presence, because:  I accept you.  I choose you and welcome you into my 
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family.  You don’t have to be lost and rejected because of your sin, or the colour of 

your skin, or the way you dress, or anything else.  I am making all things new!” 

I believe every one of us have felt the pain of rejection at one time in our lives, or 

possibly many times exclusion is painful, it hurts, and no one likes rejection.  What 

Paul is telling us here is that you don’t have to suffer the pain of rejection from 

God, because throughout the Bible, God is writing you letter-after-letter, saying, “I 

love you.  I want to forgive you.  I want to accept you and I’m waiting in 

expectation and anticipation for you to open those letters I have written to you and 

let Me love you, forgive you, and accept you through the shed blood of My Son, 

Jesus Christ.  And when you do that diving wall between you and Me will be 

abolished and destroyed, so you can have peace with Me.”  But this is only the 

first step you need to take, because there are still other walls in place that also need 

to be destroyed, and that’s the point Paul is making in these verses.  Peace with 

God is only the first step – there’s still another step that needs to take place in the 

salvation process! 

When you look at the earth from outer space, you can see a wall of separation that 

mankind has built – the Great Wall of China is visible from other space.  The Great 

Wall of China was completed 200 years before Jesus was born and took almost a 

century to build.  This wall was originally 3000 miles long and varies in height 

from 15 to 50 feet high and averages about 12 feet wide.  It was built by slave 

labour and the cost of construction was staggering in terms of lives.  This great 

wall build by mankind should not surprize us because we like to build walls of 

separation: racial walls, social walls, gender walls, political walls, and economic 

walls, and here’s the tragedy: perhaps the church more than any other institution 

has often led the way in building these walls of separation.  However, some of the 

walls of separation that the church builds and maintains are necessary.  For 

example: we need clear doctrinal walls that identify us here at SCCC as 

evangelical Christians, so it’s clear to everyone where we stand on ethical issues of 

abortion, euthanasia, biblical standards for sexuality and marriage.  These doctrinal 

and ethical walls are ones that God Himself has established, and need to be kept in 

place to make sure we don’t drift and start to compromise our faith.  So, these 

walls need to stay strong and stand in place, but all other walls need to come 

tumbling down! 

In Jesus’ day there were only two kinds of people in the world – Jews and non-

Jews (Gentiles), but when Jesus died, He made the two one, breaking down the 
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barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, according to Ephesians 2:14, “For he 

himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the 

barriers, the dividing wall of hostility.”  This great divide between the Jewish 

Christians and the Gentile Christians, was at the center of much of the controversy 

in the early church.  What they struggled over was, “Does a Gentile need to first 

become a Jew (and all that that entailed) before they can become a Christian?”  

To answer that question, the Apostles along with the early church leaders met at 

The Council of Jerusalem and decided “NO!”  Coming to this agreement, “that we 

should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God” (Acts 

15:19).  Paul was there in Jerusalem when that decision was made to not make it 

difficult for the Gentiles to turn towards God.  In the same way today, we are not to 

make it difficult for the lost to come to Christ.  We need to realize that they first 

need to be saved before they can clean up their lives, and only the Holy Spirit can 

transform them.  Our role is to introduce them to Christ and let Christ change 

them! 

We all tend to build walls of separation and hostility – some use stones of racial 

hatred.  Dresden has had a dark history of racial hatred and segregation because of 

skin colour.  We don’t hear much about that racial hatred today, but I still here 

comments against other ethnic groups.  Some use stones of sexual and gender 

separation – some think a woman is not as qualified as a man to do certain jobs or 

receive equal pay for equal work.  Some use stones of anger, violence and 

bitterness against their spouse and family members.  Some use stones of religious 

separation – we often experience segregation because of denomination, “I’m a 

Free Methodist.”  I’m a Baptist.” “I’m a Roman Catholic.”  Any time we build 

these walls of separation and hostility we need mortar to keep the stones in place, 

and what we use for mortar is PRIDE.  You are basically saying, “I’m better than 

you!” 

The biggest problem with building these walls – is that you are usually confining 

yourself, without realizing it.  Unknowingly, you are putting yourself in bondage in 

two ways:  First, you are separating yourself from the rich fellowship there is with 

other believers.  I have always enjoyed attending services where numerous 

denominations come together.  Fellowship with other believers brings blessings 

that you can’t always experience within your own fellowship, but we have to first 

break down those generational walls of religious separation that have been built 

since the Protestant Reformation five hundred years ago. 
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The second way we are putting ourselves in bondage is in our commission – Jesus’ 

command to go out into the world and multiply ourselves.  Jesus said, “Go and 

make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  If you are one who builds walls 

because of racial differences or religious differences or any other differences, you 

will be hindered from the mission Christ has called us to.  You will not go!  It is 

the love of God that frees us to love others, especially those that are not like us.  

But it’s the cross of Jesus that puts to death our hostility towards others according 

to verse 17-18, “For the Messiah came to preach this sweet message to you, the 

ones who were distant (far from God), and to those who are near (near to God).  

For through him we both (those far from God and near to God) have access to the 

Father by one Spirit.”  Look at what 1 John 4:11-12 also tells us, “Dear friends, 

since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has seen God; 

but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”  

How will the world ever know and understand that God loves them unless we 

accept them right where they are, faults and all, and demonstrate love!  2 

Corinthians 5:14-21 also helps us out here by telling us, “For Christ’s love 

compels us…So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of 

view…And all this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and 

gave us the ministry of reconciliation…We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors.”  

As Christ’s ambassadors, Christ’ love fuels our passion, compelling us to see 

everyone as Christ sees them, not as the world sees them or labels them.  We are 

the voice of Heaven to the lost, calling them back to God! 

As we now look at Paul’s conclusion in verses 19-22 – you will notice it is filled 

with construction terminology, indicating that we are all under construction.  We 

are God’s construction project according to Ephesians 2:21-22 (The Passion 

Translation), “This entire building is under construction and is continually 

growing under his supervision until it rises up competed as the holy temple of the 

Lord himself.  This means that God is transforming each one of you into the 

Holy of Holies, his dwelling place, through the power of the Holy Spirit living in 

you!”  So, like every other major construction project, there should be a sign in 

front of every church building and around the neck of every believer that says 

something like this, “Pardon our inconvenience and mess, construction in 

progress. Signed: The Yahweh Construction Company.”  We are all under 

construction and God won’t be completely finished building His dwelling place 

within us until we leave this earth and receive our final stamp of approval in 

heaven “CONSTRUCTION COMPLETE.” 



8 

 

In these final verses, Paul is referring to is the building that The Yahweh 

Construction Company is building.  If you want a good solid building, then you 

have to first start with a good strong foundation anchored to something that’s 

unmoveable.  And Jesus Christ is that foundation according to 1 Corinthians 3:11, 

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is 

Jesus Christ.”  Every person has a foundation that they build their lives upon.  

Jesus said in Luke 6 that everyone in the world can be divided into two basic 

groups: one group is like the foolish man who built his house upon the sand and 

when the storms (hardships) of life came his house (his life) falls apart.  But then 

Jesus talked about the wise man, who dug deep and built his house upon the solid 

rock, so when the storms of life came, his house withstood the storms.  You will 

notice that Jesus didn’t say IF storms come, He said WHEN storms come, because 

we all go through trials and hardships during our lifetime.  So, if we build our 

foundation on anything other than Jesus Christ, when the storms of life come – we 

will fall apart. 

Once you lay the foundation – then you start building the structure, and in verse 20 

Paul says that Jesus Christ is the most important stone in the structure, which is the 

cornerstone, “with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.” The 

cornerstone is laid first to give the correct dimensions and directions for the rest of 

the building, to ensure that the rest of the building is built square and stable.  And 

then we are the living stones that make up the wall of God’s building called SCCC, 

and we are not manmade bricks that are all of the same size and demension, but 

imperfect stones.  Think about a wall you’ve seen that has been built with natural 

stones, all different shapes, sizes, and colours and how an expert builder can take 

those stones and build a wall that is absolutely straight and square by fitting the 

right stones in the right places so that they all complement one another.  That is 

what God is doing as the expert builder within every church.  God takes people of 

different shapes, sizes, colours, gifts, abilities, and talents, and fits them together to 

create something beautiful, and through the mortar of the Holy Spirit there is 

strength, unity, and purpose when we come together as the body of Christ! 

We need to remember that Jesus didn’t die for uniformity but for unity – as His 

church, we have unity in the face of or in spite of our diversity.  Revelation 7:9 

gives us a good picture of the unity that will exist in Heaven.  Before the throne of 

God, John saw “a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and the Lamb.” 
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There is one more important part of this building that I don’t want us to miss – 

verse 20, “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”  This is another 

key component of The Yahweh Construction Company.  Paul here is referring to 

the importance of the Holy Scriptures, the Bible that has been written over many 

centuries, by numerous authors.  The world would know nothing about Jesus 

without the writings of the apostles and prophets.  The Bible is filled with all of the 

foundational truths that we build our Christian lives upon – because “All Scripture 

is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

Ans it is God’s Word that transforms us, as Paul writes in Galatians 3:28, “And 

we no longer see each other in our former state – Jew or non-Jew, rich or poor, 

male or female – because we’re all one through our union with Jesus Christ.”  

As believers – we no longer look at anyone like we used to before God’s Holy 

Spirit filled us and gave us a new heart.  In love – we now treat others with dignity 

and respect, and friendship with others is the foundation for bringing others to 

Christ because they first need to see how much we care before they will listen to us 

tell them about Jesus.  When the world looks at the church – the portrait of Jesus 

that they should see crystal clear is a Saviour who cares – a Saviour who makes 

enemies into friends on both a horizontal and a vertical plane, a Saviour who 

reconciles people in two directions: people to God and people to people. 

The church God intends for the world loves the least of these – loves the worst of 

these – loves the best of these – loves all of these.  As His church “WE OWE THE 

WORLD AN ENCOUNTER WITH GOD!” (Bill Johnson) 


