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WHOSE WILL BE DONE – THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Luke 11:1-13                February 27, 2022 

One of Jesus’s disciples approaches Him and makes this simple request:  “Lord, 

teach us to pray, just as John (the Baptist) taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1).  In 

response, Jesus teaches His disciples what has become known as “The Our 

Father” (if you are Roman Catholic), or “The Lord’s Prayer” (if you are 

Protestant), which is the model prayer for every disciple to follow.  No other 

prayer is more important to Christians than this prayer.  Each word in this prayer is 

saturated with meaning, a meaning that we often miss when we pray it out of habit 

or routine.   

I’m positive that Jesus’ disciples already knew how to pray – Jewish men went to 

the Synagogue every Sabbath to pray.  And we know that four of these Jewish men 

that went to the Synagogue were fishermen, and when you’re out sitting in your 

boat for hours without a bite – you pray that God would send some fish your way 

(that’s what I do)!   So, I’m sure the disciples knew how to pray; however, in this 

case, Jesus’ disciples must have noticed something different about the way that 

Jesus prayed they didn’t notice with Pharisees and teachers of the law when they 

prayed.  Jesus prayed with familiarity, with authority, and His disciples noticed 

that miraculous things happened when He prayed, so Jesus’ disciples were anxious 

to find out what was Jesus’ secret to prayer.  As Jesus travelled from place to place 

throughout the nation of Israel, His goal was to start a movement that He wanted to 

keep going, and by giving His followers a prayer that was easy to remember, it 

would help keep His follower engaged in the movement long after He had 

ascended back to Heaven.  This model prayer was wrapped up in Jesus’ greatest 

commandment – to love God with all your heart, mind, and soul, and then to love 

others (our neighbours) as ourselves.  This principal had to be ingrained in His 

followers so that they would depend upon God for everything, and meet the needs 

of others, and ask for strength to forgive others, and be able to resist the evil one, 

and the Lord’s Prayer was the model prayer that would accomplish those things for 

His followers! 

Jesus always identified Himself with the Father, and there were many names or 

titles used to address God in the Hebrew Scripture – names like El Elyon (God 

Most High), or El Shaddai (God Almighty), or Adonai (Lord), but Yahweh appears 

most often.  Yahweh appeared in one form or another at least six thousand times in 

the Hebrew Bible, which we call the Old Testament.  Yahweh means I Am that I 
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Am, or I Am the Source and Sustainer of Life.  Yet, when Jesus taught His 

disciples to pray the Lord’s Prayer, He didn’t address God as Yahweh; instead, He 

taught them to address God in a way that appears rarely in the Hebrew Bible.  He 

taught them to address God in the very intimate terms of “Our Father.”  But Jesus 

also called God “Abba,” or “Daddy,” that was a tender word of affection a little 

child would use.  And Jesus teaches us that we can use the same term of affection 

when we address God.  Paul writes, “For those who are led by the Spirit of God 

are the children of God.  The Spirit you received does not make you a slave, so 

that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship.  And by him we cry ‘Abba’ Father.  The Spirit himself 

testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Romans 8:14-16).  “Father” 

was Jesus’ favorite designation for God.  He referred to God as “Father” all the 

time.  The only time Jesus didn’t use the term “Father” was when He was on the 

cross and called out, “My God, my God why have you forsaken me.” 

When Jesus taught His disciples to pray the Lord’s Prayer, He was inviting them to 

not only pray for themselves, but for all those around them as well.  As this prayer 

reminds us that our faith is intended to be lived out with others in community, and 

that our prayers are prayed with others in community and for others in community!  

As all believers are united together in love as a family.  Jesus makes it clear that 

whether others acknowledge God as their Heavenly Father or not, He is still the 

Creator of all things, and the Giver and Sustainer of all life.  God is not simply the 

God of Protestants, and the God of Romans Catholics, but also the God of atheists 

and agnostics who don’t believe in Him.  So, by acknowledging God as the Father 

of all mankind, as we pray the Lord’s Prayer, is to recognize our obligation to 

reach out to our neighbours, regardless of who they are or what they believe, with 

the love of Christ, accepting and praying for all who are made in the likeness and 

image of God! 

When Jesus invites us to address God as “Father,” I wonder if Jesus wants us to 

think of our relationships with family members – our parents, our children, our 

grandchildren.  Helping us understand that God is a Father to us in a way our 

earthly father may never have been.  And also, to help us understand that God is a 

Father in a way that we haven’t been or haven’t had the opportunity to be to our 

children or grandchildren, because there are a great many father wounds around us, 

as the term “Father” is not always seen as positive, but negative to some.  Pope 

Francis said this about the Lord’s Prayer, “When we address God as ‘Our Father,’ 

we are invited to remember that, regardless of whether our human fathers loved us 
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deeply or abandoned us entirely, or whether our fathers died or were simply 

absentee, we are not orphans.  In fact, there are no orphans, for we all have a 

Father who loves us.”  Unless we first become absolutely certain that God is our 

Father who loves us deeply, we can never continue on with the Lord’s Prayer and 

trust God to provide for our needs, forgive our sins and bear our troubles and 

burdens, giving us a peace that passes all understanding that we can pass on to 

others! 

As we begin the Lord’s Prayer with the words, “Our Father, Who Art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy Name” – Jesus wants us to acknowledge that God’s domain or 

kingdom is not the same as the current domain or realm we are living in on this 

earth.  Because of sin, our present realm has been tainted, desecrated, defiled, and 

corrupted, but Jesus left Heaven and came into our domain to show us God’s 

Kingdom and usher in the Kingdom of God, and for the last 2000 years is in the 

process of making all things new through us, His followers, who are carrying on 

the ministry that Christ began 2000 years ago.  So, as we live in this domain, we 

are never to get too comfortable and fall in love with this world but are called to 

host Christ’s presence right where He has planted us in this world, making a 

difference for His Kingdom as we are passing through.  Yet, as we await our future 

home, we also to believe that God’s Kingdom will not fully come until Christ 

returns.  This is what Paul refers to in Philippians 3:20-21, “But our citizenship is 

in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 

transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.”  This is 

the “yet-and-not-yet” reality that we currently live in. We are kingdom people, yet 

wanderers on this earth, awaiting our home in Heaven! 

With this understanding, Heaven isn’t “up there” or “out there;” it’s all around us 

even though we can’t see it.  With this understanding, Jesus in the Lord’s Prayer 

invites us to understand that God’s glory and presence permeates all that exists – 

there’s no where you can flee His presence.  While God’s presence permeates the 

vast universe, He’s as near to us as the air we breathe.  So, with that understanding, 

according to Psalm 139:7-10, there’s nowhere we can go where God, our 

Heavenly Father is not present with us, “Where could I go to get away from your 

spirit?  Where can I go to escape your presence?  If I went up to heaven, you 

would be there.  If I went down to the grave, you would be there too!  If I could 

fly on wings of dawn, stopping to rest only on the far side of the ocean – even 

there you hand would guide me; even there your strong hand would hold me 



4 

 

tight!”  With that understanding in mind, that’s why Paul could say with assurance 

that we are completely secure in Him, “Nothing can separate us from God’s love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord: not death or life, nor angels or rulers, not present 

things or future thins, not powers or height or depth, or any other things that is 

created” (Romans 8:38-39).  That’s my hope as I pray the Lord’s prayer – that my 

Heavenly Father, whose glory fills the heavenly realms, whose presence permeates 

the deepest depths, is also as near to me as the air that I breathe, and that’s why 

nothing-nothing-nothing can separate me from God’s love! 

After this acknowledgment and understanding of Who we are praying to – Jesus 

now asks us to make this first request or petition, “Hallowed be Thy Name.”  

Jesus’ first request to His followers is to make holy God’s name.  And we hallow 

God’s name in our praise and worship, in our reverence, and in the honour and 

admiration we show God.  We also hallow God’s name by living in a way that 

reflects God’s goodness, majesty, beauty, and love to others.  And then we also 

hallow God’s name as we look after His creation.  And even all of His creation 

hallows God’s name as well, bringing God glory and honour through their natural 

beauty and as they sing His praises every day in the great outdoors. 

In that way, when we pray, “Hallowed be Thy Name” – we are praying, “May 

your name be hallowed in and through us – in our lives, our words, our thoughts, 

and our actions.  Heavenly Father help me to show others who you truly are.  Help 

me to love others with your love.  And help me to keep Your name holy at all times 

and in all ways.”  In many ways, this prayer to hallow God’s name is us obediently 

following the third Commandment, “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD 

your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name” 

(Exodus 20:7).  This prayer reminds us to constantly guard against the misuse, 

mocking and belittling of God’s Almighty Name by not only our words, but by our 

actions in how we represent Him to others.  God is holy and His glory and 

reputation must be upheld in every way possible! 

Next, we come to the central concern of Jesus’ entire earthly ministry, “Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”  This is the most 

important line of the entire prayer because of Jesus’ teaching, His life, death, and 

resurrection was always focused on announcing that He has come to usher in 

God’s Kingdom, and how He is inviting us, His followers, to be part of His 

Kingdom to live in such a way that God’s Kingdom comes into the midst of our 

part of the earth, right where He has place us and given us authority over.  God’s 
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Kingdom is to be a direct contrast to our kingdom, and that’s why the words, 

“Thy” or “Thine” in the Lord’s Prayer are so important.  In saying these words, 

we are making an intentional choice as we pray, we’re praying Thy and Thine 

Lord, not My and Mine.  Thy name be hallowed, not My name be hallowed.  Thy 

kingdom come, not My kingdom come.  Thy will be done, not Mine will be done, 

and then as we conclude the prayer, we pray, Thine is the kingdom, not Mine is the 

kingdom; Thine is the power, not Mine is the power; Thine is the glory, not Mine is 

the glory.  As we pray these words, we’re training our heart to think less of 

ourselves – what I, my name, my little kingdom, and my power and glory desires; 

instead, I yield all these things to my Heavenly Father.  This is what it means to 

call Jesus Lord!  By praying the words of the Lord’s Prayer, we are submitting to 

God’s Kingdom rule and His reign and to the Lordship of Jesus Christ over us and 

all things! 

The focus of Jesus’ teaching and preaching was what He called the kingdom of 

God, or the Kingdom of Heaven.  Jesus mentions the word kingdom more than one 

hundred times in the four Gospels.  The Bible begins with the words, “In the 

beginning God created the heavens and he earth” (Genesis 1:1), which indicates 

that everything that God created belongs to Him (His Kingdom), and consequently, 

God is the ultimate sustainer and ruler of it all.  The universe is God’s realm or 

Kingdom.  However, immediately after God created humans in His own image, 

God blessed them and turned His kingdom over to them, saying, “Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.  Rule over the fish in the sea 

and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground” 

(Genesis 1:28); thereby, giving mankind the authority to rule over this planet on 

the Creator’s behalf as His stewards. 

And God never micromanage His stewards, He gives them full control over all of 

His creation, but beginning in Genesis 3, and much of the rest of the Bible, plus all 

of human history since that day in the Garden when sin entered the world, and 

what took place in Heaven no longer took place on earth, is the story of the many 

ways humans can make a mess of things.  Since the creation, Heaven and earth 

have been ripped apart, but in some small way they still overlap, and God has 

called His followers to increase that overlap so that it would eventually cover the 

entire earth like it was in the beginning.  When Jesus began His ministry, His main 

announcement was that God’s Kingdom has arrived in Him, the invasion has taken 

place, and our mandate since that day was to continue that invasion until Christ 

returns.  That invasion of God’s Kingdom began with the gift of the Holy Spirit 
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that is empowering and transforming our lives.  So, in this prayer we are not only 

praying for more of God’s Kingdom taking over this earth, but also for more of 

God’s Kingdom taking over our lives so that we would have a greater kingdom 

impact. 

Jesus calls us to pray for God’s Kingdom to come and God’s will to be done, 

because, despite the fact that God is the “King of the Universe,” humans continue 

to follow Adam and Eve’s lead in rebellion against God’s will.  Paul captured this 

well in Romans 7:14-19, “For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am 

unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.  I do not understand what I do.  For what I 

want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  And if I do what I don’t want to do, 

I agree that the law is good.  As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is 

sin living in me.  For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my 

sinful nature.  For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.  

For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do – this I 

keep on doing.”  This is our constant struggle, and that’s why the Lord’s Prayer is 

such as important tool in our prayer toolbox.  It helps to keep us committed to 

God’s will for our lives, to constantly strive in bringing His kingdom principals in 

Heaven down to this earth and keep us hungry for more-and-more of Him to 

invade and takeover our lives and the lives of those around us! 

When Jesus began His public ministry, He didn’t just announce that God’s 

invisible spiritual realm was breaking into our visible world; He gave a visual 

glimpse of Heaven through His actions.  He healed the sick, forgave sinners, fed 

the hungry, cast our demons and raised the dead, because in Heaven there is no sin, 

no sickness, no demonic influence, no hunger, or poverty.  And when we repent of 

our sins as Jesus calls us to do, we are transformed, the old has gone and the new 

has come, and as we seek to live as citizens of God’s Kingdom, on a daily basis.  

God’s invisible Kingdom does in fact come on earth as it is in Heaven and 

becomes visible to those around us in our words and actions.  Thereby, every 

person who chooses to yield their lives to God and choose to follow Jesus, begins 

to live in the kingdom of Heaven right here and right now as kingdom people filled 

with the power of the Holy Spirit.  In that way, we become citizens of two 

kingdoms, living in the “already-but-not yet,” according to  Luke 17:20-21, 

“Once on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, 

Jesus replied, ‘The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be 

observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom 

of God is in your midst.’”  The coming Kingdom of God is revealed in the lives of 
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His followers who live in our midst, whose lives stand out from the rest of the 

world.  The Lord’s Prayer reminds us that we are Kingdom people! 

While God’s Kingdom comes in many ways that can’t be observed, once we 

become part of God’s kingdom, yielding, and surrendering our lives to Him, the 

kingdom becomes visible through us.  The reality of God’s kingdom appears when 

Jesus lives within us by faith!  So, each time we pray the Lord’s Prayer with 

meaning and not out of routine, we are yielding our lives to God’s will and in some 

small way the kingdom comes, in increasing measure, as we invite God to use us, 

as His instruments.  We are in fact praying, “Here I am Lord, use me to bring your 

kingdom into my area of influence!”  And Lord, as I go representing Your 

Kingdom, help me depend on you for my daily provisions (bread), help me to 

forgive others as You have forgiven me, and if I have to go through testing, then 

deliver me from the evil one! 

We get various glimpses of the Kingdom of Heaven throughout the Bible.  The 

prophet Isaiah offers us this picture of the peaceful existence that exists once the 

Kingdom of Heaven fully saturates and occupies this earth, “The wolf will live 

with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and 

the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the 

bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  

The infant will play near the cobra’s den, the young child will put its hand into 

the viper’s nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for 

the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 

sea” (Isaiah 11:6-9).  The prophet Micah also adds that there will be an end to all 

wars, “They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 

hooks.  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for way 

anymore” (Micah 4:3).  This is what we are seeing in the distance when we pray 

the Lord’s Prayer! 

And then, the book of Revelation gives us this beautiful picture of what the 

kingdom of God will look like when it has fully come, after the Millennium reign 

of Christ and the devil has been cast into the lake of burning sulphur for eternity,  

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.  I saw the Holy City, 

the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride, 

beautifully dressed for her husband.  And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, ‘Look!  God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell 
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with them.  They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be 

their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more 

death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 

away.’ Then the one seated on the throne said, Look! I’m making all things 

new’” (Revelation 21:1-4).  That’s our hope as we pray the Lord’s Prayer!  We see 

the world, not as it currently is, but as it was meant to be!  And as we pray this 

prayer, our prayer is that as we go though our difficulties, our pain, the loss of 

loved ones, sickness, and suffering (physical, emotional, and spiritual), we would 

not only experience a foretaste of the joy and peace to come, but also have an 

important part to play in bringing that kingdom near to those we have influence 

over, as we live out the reality of Heaven in our daily lives! 

And then to pray “Thy Will be Done” requires us to know God’s will!  There are 

those who believe that everything happens according to God’s will, because they 

believe God is in control of everything.  If that were true, then God would 

ultimately be responsible for all the sickness, suffering, pain, and tragedies that 

occur in this world, and then we would have to resign ourselves to His will, and 

accept everything, both the good and the bad as God’s will.  YES!  God is 

sovereign, and we do need to pray because God’s sovereignty does not mean that 

everything that occurs happens because God wills it.  That’s why we have to pray 

for God’s kingdom to come and His will be done, and then get involved, getting 

our hands dirty to make it happen.  Think of the ministry of Jesus when He walked 

this earth.  He never approached the sick, the blind, the lame, the grieving and say, 

“I’m so sorry, I can’t help you, because your illness, tragedy and pain is the will of 

God.  My hands are tied!”  Instead, Jesus knew their condition was definitely not 

God’s will, so He immediately goes about resolving and rectifying the situation.  

And we are called to do the same!  We have been given the authority to change the 

future history of those that are sick, blind, lame, and deaf, because we are His 

instruments of healing and deliverance in this broken world, all because the Holy 

Spirit resides within us.  Even though suffering and tragedy are a part of life 

because we live in a fallen world, God isn’t the cause of these things, but walks 

with us as we go through them, and God can and does use adversity for good! 

Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we are inviting God to give us a vision for 

the world as it should be, and then not only to pray, but to work in helping that 

vision become reality.  The Lord’s prayer is a call for us to examine this world and 

ask, “What would our world look like if God’s will was done on earth as it is in 

Heaven?”  Then as we watch the news and pay attention to what is taking place 
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around us, the news stories and the other events taking place around us should 

drive us to our knees to pray this prayer: “LORD, Thy kingdom come!  Thy will be 

done, here on earth as it is in Heaven in this situation.”  And then after we have 

prayed, we need to be driven back onto our feet and out into the streets as God’s 

agents to help answer those prayers.  We always begin on our knees, but must end 

up on our feet, and take whatever action we can to help resolve the situation, and at 

times our only action is prayer! 

The doxology of the Lord’s Prayer ends with these two words, “Forever.  Amen.”  

We often say that nothing lasts forever, which is true about our lives and the things 

of this world, but when it comes to God’s kingdom, His power and His glory, they 

actually do last forever, they are eternal.  In so many ways this prayer is meant to 

prepare us for the forever that lies ahead of us.  Jesus’ model prayer is preparing us 

for that future eternal realm.  It is training our minds and our hearts for that day 

when God’s kingdom has fully come and when God’s will is completely done, 

where “my” and “mine” has given way to “Thy” and “Thine.”  In that place no 

one will be hungry for the bread that sustains life.  In that place we will be freed 

from the guilt and shame of sin and released from all grudges and resentment.  In 

that place we will no longer be led into temptation.  And, in that place we will be 

delivered from evil, darkness and pain.  This is the forever we’re currently 

preparing for every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer! 

Living in these end times when everything that can be shaken is being shaken, the 

Lord’s Prayer helps us to believe that the shaking that is taking place will not affect 

the true church that is committed to the truth of the Gospel.  That’s the promise 

given to us in Hebrews 12:26-29 (The Passion Translation), “Once and for all I 

will not only shake the systems of the world, but also the unseen powers in the 

heavenly realm!  Now this phrase ‘once and for all’ clearly indicates the final 

removal of things that are shaking, that is, the old order, so only what is 

unshakeable will remain.  Since we are receiving our rights to an unshakeable 

kingdom, we should be extremely thankful and offer God the purest worship that 

delights his heart as we lay down our lives in absolute surrender, filled with awe.  

For our God is a holy, devouring fire!”  The power of the Gospel continues to 

shake the world, as well as the invisible forces of darkness in the heavenly realm, 

but God’s power and throne in Heaven cannot be shaken.  I believe with all that is 

taking place around us at the present time, with all of this shaking taking place that 

Jesus is now taking centre stage, and is preparing to return for His bride, for the 

overcoming church that has come through the shaking refined and purified like 
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pure silver and gold, returning for the church that has laid down their lives in 

absolute surrender, as they offer God their purest worship and devotion in 

reverence and awe; thereby, delighting God’s heart! 

The Lord’s Prayer is much more than a prayer; it’s a vision for us to strive towards, 

a call to action we seek to live out, and a road map for a life of faith.  And each 

believer has been given an important part to play in helping to usher in the coming 

of God’s kingdom and the carrying out of God’s will on earth as it is in Heaven! 


